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'1 ) e T e e T e ‘ ..* + Vietnamese or, “speak" Vietna- - *'f |
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. ; . , ‘ " Too often lost in the appraisals .3
| : . ! -of the Viet Nam situation are . %
| , -*|.some basic facts .about the peo- - *
) : L”’f’e..known naf,ves .| ple and territory that are found 4
; k. * 1 within the convenient boundary -
| P . - i lines on the maps Iabeled “Viet ' |
i : ‘Nam.” - o t,
i g f’ghf ,n v,et War One .of these often overlooked "
i - : }‘)Iasw considerations is that Viet ’.,«,
| . " | Nam is not a nation of Vietna- " ok
; By EDWARD NEILAN _C_opley Newq Serv1ce <. | mese. It is-'a hodgepodge of,
’ The heli Anothet corréspondent, on his™ - 7 minorities, @ mosaic of ethnic.
i ¢ helicopter found a clear- .. | first trip outside Saigon, pointed . . :{ tribes and religious groups that -
@ «+ Ingiin the thick green foliage of - " | 15/one pf the iribesmen who was ¢ | bear Jittle kinship to one- an-’
-+, the Viet Nam highlands,” and . {‘lad in a loincloth and an old . +1. other. ]
[ cased down, kicking up 0101“33 “-{ khaki military shirt .and said: Racially non-Vietnamese
i -of rc’d dust. .. - “That fellow doesn’t even look . .| mountain men, or Montagnards, *
; Two American officers from _ [:like a Vietnamese.”. - ‘who make up no more than 5
¢ the helxcopter_ greeted several | e _newcomer mlght ‘have . | per cent of the population,, in-
Montagnard \tr¥besg1en~who'had -4 added, with accuracy, that-the" | habit almost 60 per cent of the
emerged from:thetrees.. . .. 3 tough . little _tribesman. . didn’t, - cJ land .area. _J
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